
 
ST MARY’S CONCORD – 1 April 

 

EASTER  TRIDUUM  2018 
 

HOLY THURSDAY 29 March 
7.30 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Please note there is no 8.30 am Mass 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 30 March 
10.00 am - Stations of the Cross 

3.00 pm - Celebration of the Passion 
6.30 pm Via Crucis in Italian 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 31 March 
7.30 pm    The Easter Vigil 

Please note there is no 6.00 pm Vigil Mass 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 1 April  
Masses 7.30am, 9.30am & 6.00pm 

 

RECONCILIATION SERVICES 
Wed 28 March   7.30 pm at St Mary’s, Concord 
Parishes in the area combine for these Reconciliation 
Services during Lent. 
 

RECONCILIATION: There will be is no individual 
Reconciliation at St Mary’s  on Saturday 31 March  

 
CONFIRMATION 2018: There will be two sessions: 
Saturday 9 June at 6.00pm and Sunday 10 June at 
11.00am. Bishop Terry Brady will celebrate on both days. 
Please register with the Parish Office. The information 
letter and enrolment form have already been sent via 
email to those who have registered. 
 

A MASS & BLESSING FOR PEOPLE WITH AUTISM: In 
celebration of Autism Awareness Month and to honour all 
those in our community with autism, the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Sydney invites you to the annual Mass and 
Blessing for People with Autism, to be celebrated by 
Bishop Anthony Randazzo. WHERE: St Benedict’s Church, 
Broadway. WHEN: Sunday 8 April at 2pm. For inquiries or 
to RSVP by Tuesday 3 April, please contact 
LMFevents@sydneycatholic.org or phone (02) 93078404. 
 

 

Christ is Risen 
Alleluia, Alleluia 

PROJECT COMPASSION Caritas Australia thanks you for 
supporting Project Compassion. If you still have a box or 
envelopes at home, we encourage you to return them 
next Sunday. 
 

BLESSING OF HOMES AT EASTER Families are invited to 
take some Easter Water from the Baptism Font or from 
the urn at the side entrance of the church and use it for 
the traditional Blessing of Homes at Easter. A simple 
Prayer of Blessing is available from the table near the 
Baptism Font. 
 

EASTER CANDLE: Each year the Easter Vigil begins with the 
entry into the darkened church of the Paschal Candle, the 
symbol of Christ, the Light of the world. The 2018 Paschal 
Candle has been designed and made by the nuns of 
Jamberoo Abbey. It features the Risen Christ bursting 
forth from the tomb in glory. It is was donated to the 
parish by Guardian Funerals Burwood. We thank them all. 
During the Easter season the Paschal Candle remains near 
the altar. After Pentecost Sunday it is placed near the 
Baptism Font.  
 

PARISH WEBSITE PHOTOS We are currently upgrading our 
parish website and are seeking to include photos of 
parishioners who are willing to appear (unnamed) in 
group photos set in the church.   
 

DISCERNMENT RETREAT FOR MEN | 6-8 April 2018 A 
retreat for men at all stages of their discernment who are 
considering a vocation to the Priesthood. The weekend 
includes talks, time for personal prayer, sacraments, 
spiritual guidance, Q & A with seminarians and 
discussions. Keynote opening address with Bishop Tony 
Randazzo. 
Where: Little Sisters of the Poor,  
Mt St Joseph’s Home, 70 Market Street, Randwick 
Cost: $99       For more information contact us at 
vocations@sydneycatholic.org or 02 9307 8424.  
For program details and to register visit our website via: 
http://www.vocationcentre.org.au/events/discernment-
retreat-for-men-2018/ 
 

MOUNT ST BENEDICT CENTRE – Discovering Your Sacred 
Voice “Let everything that breathes sing praises to the 
Lord” Ps 150. This one day workshop offers a deep 
exploration into prayer through music discovering sacred 
languages in song. Free your sacred voice with gentle 
breathe meditations and choral singing, learn to really 
open your hearts and voices to prayer. No previous singing 
experience necessary. The day will be facilitated by 
Carmella Baynie. Located at 449D Pennant Hills Rd. 
Date: Thursday 5 April and Saturday 7 April, 10am-3.30pm 
Cost:  $30 Morning Tea provided, BYO Lunch.  
Reserve your place by email  
mtstbenedict@goodsams.org.au or ph 8752 5390 
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MT CARMEL RETREAT CENTRE APRIL RETREATS 
Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, 247 St Andrews Road, 
Varroville, NSW, 2566. Phone 02 8795 3400 or email  
retreats@carmelite.com 
www.carmeliteretreats.com.au 
Living in the light of the resurrection: A retreat in the 
spirit of Taize. Experiencing God in our joys and sorrows. 
Facilitated by the Friends of Taize 
April 6: 6:00 pm – April 8: 1:30 pm 
Cost:  $250.00 (concessions apply)  
Out of darkness, colour breaks  
Presenter: Lorraine Murphy, OCDS 
April 7: 10:30 am – 4:30 pm  
Cost:  $30 
Pick-ups from Minto train station at 930am and 1000am. 
Please bring your own lunch. 
Journeying with the disciples of Emmaus: Time to reflect 
with two “insignificant disciples” as they return (from 
Emmaus) to Jerusalem after meeting the Risen Lord. 
Gospel People  
Presenter: Bishop Greg Homeming, OCD 
April 13: 6:00 pm – April 15:  1:30 pm 
Cost:  $250.00 (concessions apply)  
The Gospels give us the encounters of ordinary people 
with Jesus in the uniqueness of their own personality, 
concerns and failings. 
 
SHALOM LONG LUNCH - ABORIGINAL SPIRITUALITY IN 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH  
Date:  Sunday 8 April at 12:00pm - 3:00pm 
Venue:  Shalom House of Prayer 7 Collins St, CARCOAR 
Suggested Donation:  Lunch $40 per person (3 courses) 
Come along and enjoy an interesting Sunday afternoon 
talk and a wonderful three-course meal 
Speaker:  Aunty Elsie 
A WOMAN of ACTION…  DEEP FAITH... STRONG IDENTITY 
Elsie Heiss was born into the Wiradjuri Nation and spent 
most of her early days in Cowra and Griffith in NSW. Elsie 
is a respected elder in her community and has 
represented NSW on the National Aboriginal & Torres 
Strait Islander Catholic Council (NATSICC) since 1999 and 
is a former Chairperson.   Her talk will focus on, Aboriginal 
Spirituality in the Catholic Church - giving an overview of 
the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry and exploring culture, 
healing and reconciliation.  
To Book for the Lunch please phone:  (02) 63673058  
or email:  shalomcarcoar@gmail.com 
 
ANTI-SLAVERY TASKFORCE The Archbishop will launch 
the Archdiocese’s Anti-Slavery Taskforce, its strategy and 
initiatives in respect to supply chains, education and wider 
community engagement, all directed toward the 
eradication of modern-slavery and human trafficking.  
The announcement of the Taskforce and its initiatives 
follows the Archbishop’s evidence before the NSW 
Legislative Council inquiry into human trafficking last year 
and calls from Pope Francis for increased efforts to end 
human trafficking and slavery-proof supply chains.   
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL: New members are needed for 2018. 
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body 
entrusted with the task of reflecting on the parish’s vision 
and mission. In a spirit of service to the community, the 
Pastoral Council works with the parish priest to foster and 
support appropriate pastoral actions. Members serve a 
four-year term with half the Council changing every two 
years. The Pastoral Council meets once a month. Any 
parishioner 18 years of age or older may be nominated or 
may nominate his/herself. If you are nominating another 
person, that person must accept the nomination. If you 
are interested, please talk to Fr Paul or to any of the 
current members. See the parish website for the list of 
current members: Jessica Di Bartolo,  Ivo Favotto, Vince 
Fragomeli, Katia Naim, Gaya Srikumar, Michael Thill. 
 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT REFLECTION MORNINGS.   
Third Wednesday of Every Month 10.00am – 1.00pm.  For 
family and friends who grieve and their companions. 
Understanding and managing life’s changes in Loss, Grief 
& Bereavement. Morning tea provided.  For further 
information please contact Bereavement Support. 
Ph: (02) 9646 6908 or email:  
bereavementsupport@catholiccemeteries.com.au 
 
GRIEF TO GRACE – Healing the Wounds of Abuse – is a 
spiritual retreat for anyone who has suffered degradation 
or violation through physical, emotional, sexual or 
spiritual abuse.  The retreat will be held April 8th – 13th 
2018.  To request an application contact Anne by emailing 
info@grieftograceaus.org.au or phone 0407704539.  For 
more information visit www.grieftograce.org 
 
FOCUSING - A WAY TOWARDS MORE REFLECTIVE LIVING 
Father Michael Whelan and Sister Marie Biddle, in the 
Aquinas course Developing Your Own Spirituality, say, 
"Jesus comes to us disguised as our life." They encourage 
us to pay attention to what is happening in the present 
moment, to pause and consider how to respond. They 
recommend the body-based awareness practice of 
Focusing as a key way to become present and pay 
attention to the movement of Spirit in our lives, and to 
know ourselves and others more intimately. Developing 
our ability to notice and pay attention to the subtle 
messages of our bodies, allows a doorway to open into 
deeper meaning and understanding. We start with our 
own physical body and notice what is happening inside us, 
in the moment, and that allows a door to open into our 
inner world. By listening to and being with whatever 
emerges, we develop deeper relationships with ourselves, 
others, and Spirit. 
Presenters: Sue Burrell and Merilyn Mayhew 
When: Four Tuesday mornings, 10am - 12:30pm (note 
later finish), 17 April - 8 May 
Cost: $144/person, including some course material. 
Deadline for Registration: 3 April - to allow time for your 
individual focusing session with Sue or Merilyn before 
class begins. 
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LIVING! NOT JUST COPING A Contemplative Psychology 
for our Times Based on the classic by psychiatrist Gerald 
May, this course will explore the implications of 
being willing rather than willful in living life to the full - not 
just 'getting by'. Illustrating the way a willing attitude can 
change one's whole outlook, we'll turn to some 
outstanding women and men to see how they approached 
challenges and dark periods in their lives: Augustine, Henri 
Nouwen, Thomas Merton, Elisabeth Ann Seton, Francis de 
Sales, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, Mary MacKillop, Pope 
Francis, etc. Presenter: Catherine Hammond BS in Ed, MA, 
MPh. Where: Aquinas Academy, Level 5, 141 Harrington 
St, The Rocks, Sydney. 
When: Four Wed. mornings, 10am - 12noon, May 2 - 23 
Cost: $144/per person 
Policy re payment of fees: Aquinas Academy maintains its 
policy that no one should be prevented from pursuing 
courses of their choice simply because they cannot afford 
to pay the fees.  If you have difficulty with the fees, offer 
an affordable donation. 
Special concession for those who cannot attend all 
sessions: $40 per session. 
It helps us immensely if you register beforehand!! 
 See AQUINAS WEB SITE for Courses, Reflections on the 
Sunday Gospels and other stimulating reading 
 

GLOBALLY RENOWNED THEOLOGIANS – July and August 
Two of the world's leading theologians, Professor 
Massimo Faggioli and Professor Richard Lennan will be 
delivering a two-day, face-to-face seminar Leading 
Ecclesial Communities: Foundations, Challenges & 
Possibilities in Sydney (2-3 August), Brisbane (30-31 July) 
and Wagga Wagga (26-27 July).  
 https://www.goo.gl/LoRRAi 
If you or your parishioners require any further information 
about the seminar with Professor Massimo Faggioli and 
Professor Richard Lennan, please contact Belinda Srour 
via email: bsrour@bbi.catholic.edu.au or  
T: (02) 9847 0030. 
 

SEX, POWER AND PASTORAL CARE. Stephen Crittenden, 
Principal Policy Officer with the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse and lead 
writer on the Religious Institutions volume of the final 
report, will facilitate a workshop to support priests, 
chaplains, church workers and pastoral carers in 
responding to the growing pastoral care need of victims, 
survivors, families, friends, parish communities and 
perpetrators in parishes, church agencies, schools and 
hospitals.  What can we do to support and protect people 
from abuse and strengthen the integrity of our institutions 
and work places?  This Forum offers vital awareness for us 
to be professional in our duty of care.  
Wednesday 2 May 2018  -  5.00pm -7.30 pm 
Cost:  $40 (includes light meal),  
RSVP Essential by 27 April; Mary Pearson:  0413 149 600 
email:  maryepearson@gmail.com 
Willoughby Uniting Church (onsite parking behind church) 
10 Clanwilliam Street, Willoughby  
Info:  transformingpractices.com.au   

THE GRAIL MEETS LAUDATO SI’ 2018 Seminar Series  
You’re invited to learn about the Grail, an international 
movement of women, active in Australia for 80 years and 
deeply influential on several generations of Australian 
women. Explore what it means to be committed to both a 
deep interior life and a life of commitment to the world, 
not only through the life story of the Grail movement, its 
hopes and its achievements, but also through the 
prophetic vision of Pope Francis in his encyclical, Laudato 
Si’. This program has been specifically designed to speak 
to the concerns of Generations X, Y and Millennials – 
however all are welcome. Come be energised and 
inspired!  
The series will take place at the Grail Centre, 22 McHatton 
Street, North Sydney, over 6 Saturdays from 10am to 
12pm. The Grail Centre is well served by public transport.  
10 March – Vision;               14 April – Lifelong search  
12 May – Compassion                14 July – Wisdom  
11 August – Changing the world  
8 September – Creating the future  
Refreshments: Tea and coffee provided. Bring your own 
lunch if you would like to stay and chat afterwards.  
RSVP: The Grail Centre on 9955 3053 or 
grailsydney@ozemail.com.au  
Cost: A donation to cover the cost of refreshments and the 
use of the facility would be greatly appreciated. 
 
CATHOLICCARE:  Do you have time to help people in your 
community?  We need volunteers to provide much 
needed companionship to elderly people who feel lonely 
and isolated in Sydney’s South West and Inner West. 
If you have time to spend with someone who would truly 
appreciate it, please call us on 13 18 19 and become a 
volunteer today.  Visit us on the web at 
www.catholiccare.org. 
 
CATHOLICCARE’s NDIS Therapy Team We help children 0-
18 years living with a disability to access the therapy they 
need to reach their potential. We offer speech therapy, 
occupational therapy and physiotherapy at locations 
across Sydney. For more information, contact our friendly 
CCareline team on 13 18 19.  
Email: connect@catholiccare.org  
Are you leaving school with ‘School Leaver Employment 
Support’ or ‘Finding and Keeping a Job’ in your NDIS plan? 
Our team can help you make a successful transition from 
school to a career. For more information call our friendly 
CCareline team on 13 18 19 or email us: 
connect@catholiccare.org  
 
CATHOLICCARE CatholicCare’s family-oriented disability 
Day Program. If you are seeking a small, person-centred 
disability day program for adults, then our family-
orientated site in Lakemba may fit the bill. We pride 
ourselves in providing connections to community and fun 
activities for our participants. Contact our CCareline Team 
on 13 18 19 to find out more. 
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CATHOLICCARE is the social services agency of the 
Catholic Church in Sydney.  CatholicCare provides a range 
of services that offer support  for families, children and 
young people,  and older people. A brochure outlining all 
their services is available from the table at the back of 
the church  and in the side porch.   To find out more call 
13 18 19, email connect@catholiccare.org or visit 
www.catholiccare.org. 
 

CATHOLICCARE PARENTING RESOURCES If you’re looking 
for resources to help with parenting, try our online 
resource.  It provides tips and strategies to help you build 
positive parent-child relationships. Visit catholiccare.org 
and look for the Parenting Hub icon or call our friendly 
CCareline team on 13 18 19. 
 

SISTERS OF CHARITY OUTREACH, based at St Vincent’s 
Hospital, is seeking casual drivers for its Country Care Link 
program. Drivers must have their own fully 
comprehensively insured vehicle and volunteers can 
receive a kilometre allowance for trips undertaken.  
For enquiries phone 8382 6430 or Jo Moore at 
jmoore@outreach.net.au 
 

THE ST MARY’S CONCORD SVdP CONFERENCE NEEDS 
NEW MEMBERS: Volunteers attend a fortnightly meeting 
on a Tuesday at 6.30 pm in St Mary’s Villa. They also are 
available for home visits with another conference 
member to assist those in need.  If you can help, please 
contract Poppy Beccera: poppy@archb.com.au or 
Leeanne Favotto:  leeanne.favotto@syd.catholic.edu.au. 
 

ROCKFOREST REAWAKENING RETREAT (April 26-28) This 
is a unique immersion experience in partnership with the 
Rahamim Ecology Centre. This three day retreat includes 
two days at the Centre and a day of excursion to the 
UNESCO World Heritage Blue Mountains for 
reconnection, reflection and renewal of our 
responsibilities for the Earth Community. During this 
experience participants will have the opportunity to 
deepen their appreciation of the natural world, hear the 
cry of the Earth and bring forth imaginative responses to 
the challenges of our place and time. Suitable for all ages 
and abilities. Due to the nature of the program places are 
limited. For details see attached flyer. We look forward to 
seeing you at the Centre and wish you the blessings of 
Easter 
 

ST CANICE'S KITCHEN, ELIZABETH BAY - Sunday 
Volunteer Teams Needed: St Canice's Kitchen has been an 
integral part of the Kings Cross community for the past 30 
years.  The kitchen is open 7 days a week for lunch and 1 
night for dinner thanks to the generosity of its numerous 
volunteers and donors.   For many years we have had a 
tradition where the Sunday lunch for the poor and 
homeless is provided by groups from other parishes 
throughout Sydney.  It has proved to be a highly rewarding 
experience for them.  The kitchen is currently in need of 
some new Sunday teams of volunteers (approximately 7 
people) to run a shift providing around 120 lunches and 

desserts and be available from 9am to 1.30pm (the 
kitchen is open from 11am to 1pm).  If your parish would 
be able to provide a team of volunteers (and meals) for a 
Sunday shift or if you would like further information would 
you please contact Lynelle Lembryk on 0403 795 381 to 
discuss. 
 
ST BAKHITA SUDANESE CENTRE at Homebush West is 
looking for volunteers to mind babies & preschool 
children. The centre teaches English to migrants at this 
Centre three mornings a week. To enable the women to 

attend English classes volunteers are needed to assist with 
childminding. Hours are from 9.30 to 12.30 on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES ST JOHN OF GOD 
HOSPITAL BURWOOD: St John of God is a private mental 
hospital in Burwood. There are many activities that will 
allow volunteers to assist patients. Please see the parish 
notice board for details or contact Maria Speissegger on 
9715 9248 or email maria.speissegger@sjog.org.au 
 

MARRIAGE Are you planning to celebrate your Marriage 
in 2018? Many couples begin their planning by booking a 
venue for the reception. If you are hoping to celebrate 
your marriage in a church, it is also important to confirm 
your date with the church and with a priest before 
committing yourself to a reception or any other booking. 
For information about celebrating your Marriage in St 
Mary’s Church, please contact the parish office. 
A Marriage Course is an essential part of your preparation 
for your wedding. Various groups and organisations offer 
courses. CatholicCare is the official welfare agency of the 
Catholic Church in Sydney and it offers Marriage and 
Relationship Education programs at centres across the 
Sydney region. Marriage education is not counselling and 
does not focus on specific issues. It does, however, help 
each couple to reflect on their relationship as they plan 
not only for their wedding but for a life together. Several 
programs are offered. For more details Ph: 9509 1234 or 
visit  www.catholiccare.org. 
 

JOIN POPE FRANCIS IN PANAMA FOR THE 34TH WORLD 
YOUTH DAY IN JANUARY 2019 Sydney Catholic Youth are 
inviting you on the pilgrimage of a lifetime to Panama 
where you will celebrate Mass with Pope Francis and 
millions of young Catholics from around the world. 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will lead the Sydney 
pilgrimage departing on 15 January 2019 which will travel 
from Sydney to Washington DC, then to WYD Panama 
with the optional extension to travel to Mexico 
City.  Register your interest and find out more by visiting 
the website www.sydneycatholicyouth.org/wyd   
 
CHANEL COLLEGE GEELONG 60TH ANNIVERSARY Reunion 
for students of THE MARIST FATHERS ERA [1958-
1970]. For details send your email address to: 
chanel.geelong@gmail.com  OR your postal details to PO 
Box 3069 Geelong West 3218 
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ST MICHAEL'S DACEYVILLE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF NEW 
CHURCH will be celebrated on Sunday 8th April by 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP. All past parishioners and 
ex-students of our Parish School are invited to join us for 
a 10:00am Thanksgiving Mass at 29 Banks Ave, Daceyville 
to be followed by a light luncheon in the Parish Hall.  The 
Mass will be presided over by Archbishop Anthony Fisher 
OP.  For catering purposes please RSVP to Gennie on 9663 
3657 or email gnf1@bigpond.com no later than 31st 
March. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED CONCORD HOSPITAL: Retired? 
Wanting to help others in need by bringing Christ’s 
Presence to the Sick? Would you consider joining Concord 
Hospital’s Pastoral Care Department making initial 
contact with patients and staff as a Catholic Pastoral Care 
Visitor.   Volunteers are trained as Extraordinary Ministers 
of the Communion to visit patients and distribute 
Communion on behalf of Concord’s full-time Catholic 
Chaplain, Fr Graeme Malone SSS. Currently Fr Graeme is 
seeking helpers for approx. 1 hour on a Wednesday or 
Sunday morning from 10.00 am  on  either a weekly, 
fortnightly or monthly flexible roster. For more 
information please contact Fr Graeme Malone at the 
Chaplain’s  Office phone 9767 6228. 
 

PARISH LIFE FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH A DISABILITY 
Storytellers wanted!  Have you or someone you care 
about ever lived, or are currently living, with a disability of 
any kind?  The Archdiocesan Justice and Peace Office is 
doing a research project exploring people’s experiences of 
living with disability in our parishes. It will explore the 
stories of people with disability, their families, carers, 
friends, pastors and fellow parishioners.  We are looking 
for people who want to share their stories so that we can 
listen deeply to how our people are travelling in their 
journeys and how our parish communities are walking 
alongside them. Participation simply involves telling your 
story and having it recorded and used for research 
publications anonymously.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to help us reflect on our strengths and 
weaknesses and learn how we can grow together into 
more hopeful, connected and love-filled 
communities.  For more information or to participate 
please call or email Dr Kimberley Doyle. 02 9307 8461; 
kimberley.doyle@sydneycatholic.org. 
 

SYDNEY MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITY SERVICES - CARE 
WORKERS NEEDED - Casual Positions. Sydney 
Multicultural Community Services specialises in the 
provision of support services to members of our 
multicultural communities. We currently have a number 
of casual positions available for Care Workers who speak 
a second language to provide support services to older 
people in their own homes who come from Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse backgrounds (CALD). For more 
information please phone:  (02) 9663 3922 or email 
info@sydneymcs.org.au 
 

CATHOLIC BUSHWALKING CLUB (www.cbcnsw.org.au) is 
looking for new members. Bushwalking, Camping, Canyon 
and Skiing trips. Please apply via website or contact Linda 
0478 919 427 
 
DIRECT EMPLOYMENT: Having a job builds a person’s 
dignity and wellbeing. It is empowering being in the 
workforce and contributing to society but for some people 
there are barriers.  Direct Employment is a fee-free 
recruitment agency, helping people with disabilities 
overcome these barriers to find meaningful and 
sustainable work. It is the not-for-profit disability 
employment agency of the Archdiocese. Employers are 
only introduced to candidates who have the right 
availability, skills and ambitions. Candidates like Direct 
Employment because employment opportunities are 
tailored to each person’s skills, individual goals and the 
needs of employers.  Call us on 13 18 19 for more 
information. 
 

POSITIONS VACANT  
Applications are invited for the following vacant positions 
in the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney. 
Diocesan Director Archdiocese of Sydney/  
Community Participation Leader – NSW/Eastern Region, 
Caritas Australia 
Full time position, Sydney based  
To enquire about this role, please contact Fr George 
Sigamony on +61 499 022 915 
Applications close 3 April 2018. 
 

GREGORIAN CHANT Would you like to sing, or learn to 

sing, Gregorian Chant? The Gregorian Schola of Sydney 

resumes rehearsals at 6pm on Thursdays at St Bede’s 

Pyrmont (not far from Star City) from February 8. Come 

along and join us. We need you. Bring your friends also. 

“Gregorian Chant (is) specially suited to the Roman Liturgy 

.. (and) should be given pride of place in liturgical services” 

(Vatican II SC 116). It is not hard to learn and you have the 

satisfaction of acquiring a new skill. 
 
CALLING ALL UNIVERSITY STUDENTS! Are you a student 
(or do you know a student) studying at University?  Each 
University has a Catholic Society that offers daily Mass, 
social gatherings and avenues to deepen your faith on 
campus. Visit: www.unicatholics.org.au to find out what is 
happening on your campus. 
 
CATHEDRAL CHOIR CELEBRATES BICENTENARY IN ROME 
15-22 MAY 2018 This is an opportunity for you to join 
Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral Fr Don Richardson on a 
special pilgrimage to Rome.  The Cathedral Choir is the 
oldest surviving of its kind in Australia and in 2018; to 
celebrate their bicentenary Rome Pilgrimages has created 
an exciting itinerary which includes both tour favourites 
and special additions.  There’s also an option for an 
extension to Padua and Florence. For full details including 
itinerary, price and inclusions phone 1800 753 959 or 
email pilgrimage@sydneycatholic.org. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF ST. PAUL - PILGRIMAGE TO GREECE. Fr. 
Peter De Souza from Hornsby Cathedral, would like to 
invite you for a 14-day pilgrimage that he is leading. The 
group departs on 28th of May, 2018, featuring Athens, 
Corinth, Ephesus, Patmos, Crete, Santorini, Thessaloniki, 
Philippi, Meteora for an all-inclusive early-bird offer of 
$5,690. This fare includes a 3 Night Cruise with all meals + 
Return Airfares + Local Transfers + Stay in 4 Star Hotels + 
All Breakfasts & Dinners. For enquiries & bookings call 
0385 622 246 or email pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au 
HOLY SPIRIT PILGRIMAGE to “Holy Land & Holy Places in 
Italy (17 Days)” for $5,555 from 3rd-19th Sept, 2018 and 
seven days “Optional  Extension to Egypt & 
Jordan”. Spiritual Directors: Fr Emmanuel-tv & Fr Jude 
CSSp.  Contact for itinerary and info: 
fremmanuelty@hotmail.com or or 0417999553 or (08) 
93413079 or (08)93413131;  
or  jude.agorchukwu@cam.org.au, 0400759391 or 
(03) 97899672 
 
FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS 2018 HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGES 
Join Fr Gabriel Ezenwa on 7 - 20 June 2018 for a 14 day 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Take the chronological road 
of Jesus’ life from Bethlehem to Nazareth and Galilee to 
Jerusalem. Daily Mass. Optional Extension to Petra. If 
interested, call Harvest Journey today for bookings or for 
more info 1800 819 156. The price is $6590. 
 
VISITING ROME?  Stay at Domus Australia.   
Domus Australia is a 32 room guest house established by 
the Australian Catholic Church, welcoming travellers to 
Rome seeking comfortable accommodation and an ideal 
base from which to explore historical and cultural sites of 
the Eternal City. Centrally located with a magnificently 
restored Chapel featuring daily Mass in English, Domus 
Australia is the perfect oasis in the heart of Rome for 
Aussie pilgrims. See www.domusaustralia.org 
Enquiries:  reservations@domusaustralia.org    
 
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY MACKILLOP 
2018 NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE The Sisters of St Joseph 
invite you to join the National Pilgrimage, giving you the 
opportunity to journey to significant places in Australia 
made holy by St Mary MacKillop.  
Commence in Melbourne 23 October, travel through 
Victoria & South Australia, conclude in Sydney 3 
November 2018. 
COST EX SYDNEY:  $3,230.00 (all inclusive: airfares, 
accommodation, coach travel, admission fees and meals). 
SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  $700.00 
For further information, please contact Sr Therese Leydon 
0417 683123 or Sr Annie Bond 02 89124818, or email 
national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au. 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW DO I BECOME A CATHOLIC? Adults who have not 
been baptized and wish to become part of the community 
of the Catholic Church receive the sacraments of Christian 
Initiation in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). 
The RCIA presumes that there is an extended period of 
formation and preparation, usually leading to the 
celebration of Baptism at Easter. Baptised members of 
other Christian Churches who wish to be become 
members of the Catholic Church do so through Reception 
into Full Communion.  If you are interested, or if you know 
of someone who may be interested in becoming a 
Catholic, please contact Fr Paul or the Parish Office tel 
9747 4210 . 
 

ST MARY’S PARISH 150th ANNIVERSARY – No 1 
2020 will mark the 150th anniversary of the establishment 
of the parish and the 175th anniversary of the laying of the 
foundation stone of the first church on the site.  
The present parish site was acquired for a church and 
school in 1844 and in June 1845 Archbishop Polding 
blessed the foundation stone for the first church. The first 
church opened on 7 December 1846 and stood in the 
present Church Forecourt in front of the present hall. 
At first priests came from Parramatta to celebrate Sunday 
Mass. When the parish of St Thomas Becket was 
established at Petersham (now Lewisham) in 1851, the 
Burwood-Concord area became part of Petersham parish. 
By the mid- 1860s a priest was residing in a rented house 
on Parramatta Road Concord. It was located where the 
present Kindergarten building stands. St Mary’s Concord 
became a separate parish in 1870 and Fr Callaghan 
McCarthy was appointed the first Parish Priest.  
A committee has begun to plan for the 150th anniversary. 
They are seeking historical photos and stories about 
families who have been part of the parish during the past 
150 years. Please contact the Parish Office if you can 
help. 

 

ST MARY’S PARISH-MOMENTS IN HISTORY 
Monsignor Edmund Bond died on 22 December 1958. 
Born in Sydney in 1894 Edmund was ordained a priest in 
1916 at the age of 22.  
Fr Thomas Barlow had led the parish during the building 
of the present church in the late 1920s. The first Mass 
celebrated in the church was the Midnight Mass on 
Christmas Day 1928.  
However, with the impact of the Great Depression in the 
early 1930s, Fr Barlow was unable to manage the parish 
debt. He resigned in January 1932 and Fr Edmund Bond 
was appointed the Administrator of St Mary’s Concord in 
March 1932 and was appointed the Parish Priest on 22 
May 1932. 
For the next 25 years he led the parish with great energy 
until his health failed in 1957. He celebrated 25 years as 
Parish Priest of St Mary’s Concord in May 1957 and died 
on 22 December 1958 at the age of 64 years. 
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ST MARY’S PARISH-MOMENTS IN HISTORY 
ST MARY’S CHURCH FIRE 

On 28 January 1993, twenty-five years ago this Sunday, St 
Mary’s Church was extensively damaged by a fire. The fire 
started in the ceiling during the early hours of the 
morning. By the time it was brought under control a large 
section of the ceiling had collapsed into the church. For 
the next fifteen months Sunday Masses were celebrated 
in the Hall. The parish community moved back into the 
church in May 1994. 

 
 

ST MARY’S PARISH 100 YEARS AGO 
MOMENTS IN HISTORY - No 2 

On24 June 1917 Archbishop Michael Kelly, the Archbishop 
of Sydney, blessed and laid the Memorial Stone for the 
new Parish Hall and Girls’ Intermediate School at St Mary’s 
Concord. The memorial stone can be seen today in the 
origin façade of the hall near the bus shelter on 
Parramatta Road. 
The new building featured a hall, kitchen and toilets on the 
ground floor and classrooms for the new Girls’ 
Intermediate School on the first floor. 
To create space for the new hall the first church built in 
1845 was demolished. After the second church opened in 
1874, the 1845 building had served as a hall for the school 
and parish. 
The Concord-Burwood area had grown during the early 
decades of the 20th Century. In 1916 St Martha’s Parish 
Strathfield and St Joseph’s Parish Enfield were 
established. Both had been cut off from Concord.  
In the decades that followed, the hall provided a meeting 
place for the many groups that were active in the parish. 
In 1965 an annexe was added on the western side of the 
hall; it provided a much  needed new kitchen and ladies’ 
toilets.  
In 1972 the Hall and classrooms were damaged by a fire. 
The present hall reflects the rebuilding that happened 
after the fire. The restored building, however, retained 
the original facade on Parramatta Road. 
The hall continued to be used by the parish and the school 
for many social events. In January 1993, after the church 
was extensively damaged by a fire, the hall became the 
parish “church” for Sunday Masses until the church 
reopened in May 1994. 
A committee is preparing for the 150th anniversary of St 
Mary’s Parish They are seeking historical photos and 
stories about families who have been part of the parish 
during the past 150 years. Please contact the Parish 
Office if you can help. 

 
FUNDRAISING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
The Archdiocese value the contribution that our 
volunteers make but more are needed to assist us from 
time to time.  Our volunteers help us with the mailing of 
appeals and notices about our pilgrimages and special 
events as well as other duties. Please phone Amanda on 
1800 753 959 or, for more information email:  
fundraising@sydneycatholic.org  

ST MARY’S PARISH 120 YEARS AGO 
MMENTS IN HISTORY – No 3 

On 7 October 1897 Cardinal Moran, the Archbishop of 
Sydney, blessed the foundation stone of the St Mary’s 
Convent. The convent was completed the following year 
and the sisters moved in on 3 May 1898. 
Fr Callaghan McCarthy, the first parish priest of St Mary’s 
Concord, had died on 1 November 1894 from injuries he 
had received the previous day in a train crash at Redfern.  
In his will, Fr McCarthy left a sum of money for a convent 
to be built for the Sisters of Charity. 
The Sisters of Charity had begun teaching in St Mary’s 
School in 1883 and travelled every day from Ashfield. St 
Mary’s School had started in the first church between 
1850 and 1853. It had been staffed by lay teachers until 
the Government withdrew funding for private school in 
1882. 
The Sisters of Charity lived in the Convent on the parish 
site until 1983. They continued to be involved in St Mary’s 
School until then end of 1994, marking over 110 years of 
ministry in St Mary’s Concord. 
The Convent stood at the corner of Parramatta Road and 
Broughton Street and after the Sisters left it was used by 
the parish until it was demolished in 2008 to make way for 
the new St Mary’s Villa.  
The foundation stones for the original Convent and an 
extension built in 1921, are in the small garden in the 
Church Forecourt near the Villa.  
A committee is preparing for the 150th anniversary of St 
Mary’s Parish They are seeking historical photos and 
stories about families who have been part of the parish 
during the past 150 years. Please contact the Parish 
Office if you can help. 

 

NATIONAL CHURCH LIFE SURVEY 
St Mary’s Parish participated in the 2016 National Church 
Life Survey last November.  
The full Church Life Profile for St Mary’s Concord is now 
available online.  
To view the parish profile go to:  2016ncls.org.au 
Enter the parish Profile Number:  TH2TB7 
 

PARKING BEHIND THE CHURCH  The limited spaces 
behind the church, including the disabled space, are 
for short-term visitors to the Villa who are picking 
up or returning a resident and need to accompany 
the person to their room. A few parishioners coming 
to Mass who have genuine mobility problems have 
been given permission to park behind the church.  All 
others are asked to respect the parking restrictions.  
 

CAR ACCESS FROM BURTON STREET No parking is 
available in the area between the church and the Villa for 
Sunday Masses, Weddings or Funerals. The Burton Street 
entrance is the only access to St Mary’s Villa for an 
ambulance and must been kept clear at all times. The 
driveway can only be used as a drop-off area for the 
Church. It is important that all car drivers respect the 
parking restrictions.  
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THE FACE OF THE CHURCH IN SYDNEY 
Your typical Mass-going Sydney Catholic is a 56 year old 
woman born overseas, better educated than the general 
population and happy with her current level of parish 
involvement, according to data from the 2016 National 
Church Life Survey, which sampled 17 Sydney parishes. It 
shows women make up the majority of Mass-goers (63%). 
Catholics are well educated, with 39% holding a university 
degree while 24% hold a trade certificate or diploma. 
The national trend of an increasingly migrant-based 
Church is more pronounced in Sydney, with 54% of 
practising Catholics having been born overseas (43% 
nationally) and 49% speaking a language other than 
English at home. 
The data has revealed not only the make-up of practising 
Catholics in Sydney, but their attitudes to key elements of 
parish life - some of them apparently contradictory. 
Some 77% said that they would support new mission 
initiatives in their parish, whereas 60% said they were 
happy with their current level of parish involvement. 
Unsurprisingly, God was "the most important reality" in 
the lives of 49% of respondents, and 33% agreed that 
"God was more important to me than almost anything 
else." 
Almost half of those who completed the survey said that 
they prayed, read the Bible or meditated every, or most, 
days, and 50% said they had experienced growth in their 
faith over the past 12 months. 
An overwhelming number of survey participants also 
reported a strong sense of belonging to their parish (80%), 
and 77% of respondents said they experienced growth in 
their understanding of God at parish Mass. 
Robert Hiini 
Catholic Communications, Sydney Archdiocese 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY APP: The Catholic Archdiocese 
of Sydney had released a Smartphone App (for iPhones 
and Androids only) for parishioners in the Archdiocese, 
featuring parish Mass times, the latest news from the 
Archdiocese of Sydney and the Catholic Church in 
Australia, information about upcoming Archdiocese 
events, as well as announcements from the Most Rev 
Anthony Fisher OP, Archbishop of Sydney. The App is 
available to download for free – search for “Archdiocese 
of Sydney” in the Google Play and App stores.  
 
TELL YOUR STORY IN THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY:  Do you 
have a local parish news story which would be of interest 
to the many readers of the Catholic Weekly? The Catholic 
Weekly is always looking for human interest, inspirational 
and faith-based stories for our weekly publication. If you 
have a story please send it to:  
cweditor@catholicweekly.com.au or call (02) 9390 5407.   
We’d love to hear your story 
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